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December 19, 2016
Hello Congressman Henry Cuellar,
I am writing to request your consideration in sponsoring a bill to assist our Customs and Border
Patrol Agents in doing their jobs. As a U.S. Congressional Candidate for CD15TX, I met with
the many agents in the Rio Grande Valley (McAllen, TX) that shared their frustrations of having
about 200 agents per day that are simply processing illegal aliens. Such processing is necessary,
yet has turned into mere babysitting as well.
With the amount of resources spent on recruiting, training, and dispatching the Border Agents to
help secure our borders, this is wasteful use of such physical resources that are occupied
processing while they could be in the field working. I see that similar sentiments are echoed by
Chief Mark Morgan who recently told the Senate Homeland Security Committee, “A lot of
resources are dedicated to being professional child care providers at this point,....”
Nevertheless, one of the top three concerns of the Agents I spoke with was ensuring that
hundreds of agents are not pre-occupied daily with processing and baby-sitting, thus not being
able to actually go out into the field or frontlines to help decrease the amount of illegal activities
on the border.
I would like to propose a bill that would allow for the hiring of lower level G.S. Workers /
locals that would be relegated to processing only, under the supervision of Border Patrol
Agents. Preferably these would be recent Veterans of the Military that could be vetted
with more ease. Such workers would have specific and implied duties to process only/act
as pro-temp childcare providers to free up the majority of the agents now doing such
jobs.
With an Average Salary around $60,000 per year and about 200+ agents per day processing /
babysitting alone, that’s costing taxpayers $12,000,000 per year minimum, in physical resources
(BP agents), that are not being dispatched to work in their full capacity.
Although this will not provide complete resolution to our border problem, it will help to thwart
the problem and will be a moral boost for both the public and the Border Patrol Agents. In
addition, it will save millions in wasted resources of our highly trained agents.
Best Regards,
Tim Westley
Former U.S. Congressional Candidate CD15TX
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Rep. Cuellar Secures 1,200 CBP Officers, 200 New Border Patrol Processing Coordinators,
and 240 Agriculture Specialists
Increased staffing will facilitate trade and secure borders
Washington, D.C.—Today, Congressman Henry Cuellar (TX-28) secured an increase of 1,200
Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) officers, an increase of 240 agriculture specialists, and 200 new
border patrol processing coordinators to assist CBP with the influx of migrants at our southern
border. The Congressman was able to secure the additional personnel in the FY20 Homeland
Security Appropriations bill. In February 2019, Congressman Cuellar included language that
encourages CBP to hire an additional 1,200 officers at our ports of entry.
“My district is home to the leading port in the United States, transporting about 60 percent
of all U.S.-Mexico trade. Currently, CBP is facing severe staffing shortages that greatly
impact our economy and safety.” said Congressman Cuellar. “Increasing the number of
personnel will help streamline trade on our ports as well as improve security along the
border. I will continue to support Customs and Border Patrol and fund them the necessary
resources for our country’s national security and economic prosperity.”
“I would like to thank Appropriations Chairwoman Nita Lowey and Ranking Member Kay
Granger, as well as Homeland Security Subcommittee Chairwoman Lucille Roybal-Allard
and Ranking Member Chuck Fleischmann for helping me include this language.”
Additional Customs and Border Patrol Officers

To address staffing shortages at our ports of entries, the Congressman secured funding for 1,200
additional Customs and Border Patrol Officers to process commerce efficiently and provide the
highest level of security. The agency screens 1 million visitors and 67,000 cargo containers each
day.
Previously this year, in the FY19 Appropriations package, Congressman Cuellar included
language that allows CBP to hire an additional 1,200 officers at our ports of entry.
Creation of New CBP Entry-Level Position
Congressman Cuellar helped include $10 million in funding for CBP to create and hire 200 new
entry level CBP positions to perform duties related to processing and documenting those who come
into the United States.
As a result of the large influx of migrants, about 40% of the Border Patrol agents on the Southwest
border are currently conducting processing, transportation, care and hospital watch, feeding, and
cleaning duties instead of frontline law enforcement responsibilities at ports of entry. The
reassignment of CBP officers to this crisis has caused major disruption to the flow of commerce
through our southern border ports of entry.
The new entry level positions will perform humanitarian related tasks such as transportation,
processing and escorting migrants in CBP custody, instead of utilizing personnel vital to trade and
border security.
Agriculture Specialists
The Congressman secured language for an additional 240 Agriculture Specialists at our southern
border to safeguard American agriculture while facilitating legitimate trade and travel. It is critical
to monitor and govern the types of plant and agricultural products to protect against threats to our
economy and ecosystem. A major threat that they detect, assess, and intercept on a regular basis
are pests that could potentially compromise the integrity of American crops.
To see a summary of the Homeland Security Appropriations Subcommittee bill, click here.
https://cuellar.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=404492

